
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Passiontide Begins 
3 April 2022 

Sacred Heart, Ronan 
Immaculate Conception, Polson 

St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
 

Parish Office 
PO Box 1477  Polson, MT  59860 

Phone:  406-883-2506 
Cell:  406-594-0474 
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Website:  www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic 
This week’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday 1-6 pm & 

Friday 9 am-12 pm, 1-3 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
 

NO VIGIL MASS ON APRIL 9TH 
 

Sunday  
Sacred Heart at 8:00 am 

(begins with blessing of the palms in the parish hall) 
Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 

 
Thursday-Friday 

Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 
Confessions are available at 11:30 am 

From an Easter letter by Saint Athanasius, bishop 
We keep the coming feast of the Lord through deeds, not words 

 
The Word who became all things for us is close to us, our Lord 
Jesus Christ who promises to remain with us always. He cries 
out, saying: See, I am with you all the days of this age. He is 
himself the shepherd, the high priest, the way and the door, 
and has become all things at once for us. In the same way, he 
has come among us as our feast and holy day as well. The 
blessed Apostle says of him who was awaited: Christ has been 
sacrificed as our Passover. It was Christ who shed his light on 
the psalmist as he prayed: You are my joy, deliver me from 
those surrounding me. True joy, genuine festival, means the 
casting out of wickedness. To achieve this one must live a life 
of perfect goodness and, in the serenity of the fear of God, 
practice contemplation in one’s heart. 
 

This was the way of the saints, who in their lifetime and at 
every stage of life rejoiced as at a feast. Blessed David, for 
example, not once but seven times rose at night to win God’s 
favor through prayer. The great Moses was full of joy as he 
sang God’s praises in hymns of victory for the defeat of Phar-
aoh and the oppressors of the Hebrew people. Others had 
hearts filled always with gladness as they performed their 
sacred duty of worship, like the great Samuel and the blessed 
Elijah. Because of their holy lives they gained freedom, and 
now keep festival in heaven. They rejoice after their pilgrim-
age in shadows, and now distinguish the reality from the 
promise. 
 

When we celebrate the feast in our own day, what path are we 
to take? As we draw near to this feast, who is to be our guide? 
Beloved, it must be none other than the one whom you will 
address with me as our Lord Jesus Christ. He says: I am the 
way. As blessed John tells us: it is Christ who takes away the 
sin of the world. It is he who purifies our souls, as the prophet 
Jeremiah says: Stand upon the ways; look and see which is the 
good path, and you will find in it the way of amendment for 
your souls. 
 

In former times the blood of goats and the ashes of a calf were 

sprinkled on those who were unclean, but they were able to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Christ and the Woman Taken in Adultery  
Guercino (ca. 1621) 

Those wishing to consecrate or  
re-consecrate themselves to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on the Feast 
day of Our Lady of Fatima, May 

13th: 33 day preparation for 
consecration begins April 10th 

(Palm Sunday). 

NOTICE: 
No Mass will be celebrated on Saturday, April 9th. 
Weekend Masses will be celebrated on Palm Sunday, 
April 10th at 8:00AM at Sacred Heart and 10:30AM at 
Immaculate Conception. 

Mass will be offered at St. Joseph Mission in 
Charlo at 4 pm on Saturday, April 30th.  



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve Ducharme, Kate 

Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for April 

 
Health Care Workers: We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may 

they be adequately supported by governments and local communities. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill and Kaleb Michell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, John Cooney,  

Jamie Severson, Hayden Petterson, Alex Olmes, Anthony Olmes, Alex Ramirez, James Semling. 

purify only the body. Now through the grace of God’s Word every-

one is made abundantly clean. If we follow Christ closely we shall 

be allowed, even on this earth, to stand as it were on the thresh-

old of the heavenly Jerusalem, and enjoy the contemplation of 

that everlasting feast, like the blessed apostles, who in following 

the Savior as their leader, showed, and still show, the way to ob-

tain the same gift from God. They said: See, we have left all things 

and followed you. We too follow the Lord, and we keep his feast 

by deeds rather than by words. 

(Continued from page 1) 

                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, April 2nd 
Vigil of the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Repose of the Souls of the Parish Faithful 
Sunday, April 3rd 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish / Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Thursday, April 7th 
Saint John Baptist de la Salle, Priest 
Unity of Christians 
Friday, April 8th 
Reparations for Sins of the Clergy 

A Lenten Tradition: Veiling the Cross  

for Passiontide 

by Laura Jean Rabiipour 

 Towards the end of Lent you may notice purple cloths 
draped over the crucifixes, statues, and saint images at your par-
ish. In some churches, these items may be removed from the sanc-
tuary altogether.  

 This old custom of veiling religious images is a way of 
focusing on the penitential aspect of this liturgical season. It re-
minds us in a visual way that our faith in all its glory is made possi-
ble only through the work of Christ in his suffering and death on 
the cross. When we cover or remove these holy and sacred images 
that we are so accustomed to, we are starkly confronted and re-
minded in a poignant way of all that Christ has won for us. 

 The tradition is often practiced during the last two weeks 
before Easter, starting on Passion Sunday (now called the fifth 
Sunday of Lent) and ending on Good Friday. This time period is 
known on the old liturgical calendar as Passiontide. Even though 
this period is no longer officially called by this name, the tradition 
is still practiced in many places. 

 Then, as in a dramatic unveiling, the holy images are 
again revealed for the Easter Vigil to mark the end of the peniten-
tial season. The joy of the Easter season and the hope of the Resur-
rection then comes to the forefront. 

 Temporarily veiling the crosses and religious images in 
the penitential color of Lent is a beautiful custom that helps us to 

(Continued on page 3) 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as 
well as oats, flour and rice.  Pet foods are frequently 
in demand, and clients tend to prefer healthy op-
tions for food that are not so loaded with sugar.  
The Food Pantry will also accept money donations 
as well. Charitable donations may be left in the bas-
ket at the entrance of the church.  

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE (please refer to our web site or last 
week’s bulletin for full week’s schedule) 

 

Sacred Triduum 
 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord's Supper at 5:00 pm 
Good Friday Commemoration of the Lord's Passion 

12:00 pm noon 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil at 9:00 pm 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
8:30 am 

 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
10:30 am 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/a-lenten-tradition-veiling-the-cross-6021
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/a-lenten-tradition-veiling-the-cross-6021
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/tag/Author:Laura%20Jean%20Rabiipour
https://www.catholiccompany.com/lent-easter-c217/


Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
 

Immaculate Conception  
$145,045 of $170,000 (85%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$29,032 of $44,500 (65%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 
for you, O God, are my strength. 
 
Collect: 
 
By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, 
may we walk eagerly in that same charity 
with which, out of love for the world, 
your Son handed himself over to death. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
Is 43:16-21 
Ps 126:1-2,2-3,4-5,6 
   R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
Phil 3:8-14 
Gospel: Jn 8:1-11 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
It is precisely in the Passion, when the mercy of Christ is about to 
vanquish it, that sin most clearly manifests its violence and its 
many forms: unbelief, murderous hatred, shunning and mockery 
by the leaders and the people, Pilate's cowardice and the cruelty 
of the soldiers, Judas' betrayal—so bitter to Jesus, Peter's denial 

and the disciples' flight. However, at the very hour of darkness, the 
hour of the prince of this world, The sacrifice of Christ secretly 
becomes the source from which the forgiveness of our sins will 
pour forth inexhaustibly. (CCC 1851) 

reflect on the deeper theological meaning of the liturgical sea-
son. 

• CRUCIFIXES & IMAGES VEILED: Passion Sunday (5th 

Sunday of Lent) 

• CRUCIFIXES REVEALED: Good Friday (to emphasize Je-
sus' death on the Cross on that day) 

• IMAGES & STATUES REVEALED: Easter Vigil (the early 
evening of Holy Saturday) 

 

WHY: In covering the religious images during the height of 
Lent, all attention is centered on the Passion and death of 
Christ. This is why the only images NOT to be covered are 
the Stations of the Cross. 

 Just as the Church simplifies the sanctuary in these 
last weeks of Lent in order to focus on the penitential aspect of 
the season, we can also simplify our homes in creative ways by 
draping purple clothes over our crucifixes and other holy imag-
es. It reminds us that Jesus hid his glory during his Passion, so 
too we hide away our religious items in order to prepare our-
selves to focus on and honor his Passion.  

 This tradition can be used as a learning tool for chil-
dren. As a child, during Lent I would see the crosses covered 
and always wonder why, too afraid to ask an adult. Explain this 
custom to your children and encourage your family to engage 
in this Lenten practice. It is easy for children to become dis-
tracted by the things we receive at Easter. But Lent is an im-
portant time of preparation for the celebration for the Resur-
rection of Christ that deserves just as much attention. 

What do we have in our home that distracts us from focusing on 
Lent? 

Do I have crosses and other images that could be covered and 
unveiled for Easter? 

 

This article as been updated and was originally published in April 2014. © The Catholic Compa-
ny. All rights reserved.  

(Continued from page 2) 

St. Isidore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Feast day April 4th 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/stations-of-the-cross-c803/


All Fridays during lent 

 
6:00 pm—Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Immediately following Stations—Immaculate Conception 
Friday Fish Fry, hosted by the Knights of Columbus 

Friday Fish dinners 
Hosted by the Knights of Columbus 

Individual: $10 | Couple: $15 | Family: $25 

 
Every Friday of Lent at Immaculate Conception following 

the Stations of the Cross. 

Parish Activities & Events 

Family Night Adult Ed 
Christian Prayer and the Interior Life 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm  
Please note that there will be no adult class on  

4/6 or 4/13 
Final class will take place on 4/20 during the 

Octave of Easter. 

Helping Hands has worked in the county for more than 18 
years, helping at risk residents. Current assistance includes: 
Community Cradle Project, that donates a baby box and 
supplies to new mothers and guardians in the county; donates 
gas, utilities and personal care items; provides food and 
volunteers for Thanksgiving Dinner meal distribution in 
Polson and Ronan; organizes the Salvation Army Bell Ringing; 
Partners with Share the Spirit to support Christmas projects 
and continues the “Shop & Drop” COVID relief project. 


